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CPWA’s 2022 Policy Priorities the Backbone of Canadian Life 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO – February 17, 2022 – As Canada focuses on rebuilding and growing its economy, the 
Canadian Public Works Association today unveiled its new public policy priorities to help public works agencies 
continue delivering the essential services and infrastructure that form the backbone of Canadian communities. 

“The pandemic has exacerbated an already challenging situation for local governments across Canada when it 
comes to delivering infrastructure services,” said CPWA President Rylan Wadsworth. “Our 2022 public policy 
priorities are focused on making sure public works agencies have the resources they need to facilitate a 
successful economic recovery.” 

“From water and wastewater treatment, parks and recreation, snow removal and sanitation, public transit and 
transportation networks, and the management of public facilities and assets, our members have been incredibly 
resilient in the face of ongoing challenges,” said CPWA CEO Scott Grayson. “Supporting the men and women on 
the front lines who keep our communities safe has never been more important.” 

CPWA’s 2022 Public Policy Priorities are Emergency Management and Disaster Mitigation, Climate Resilient 
Infrastructure, and Water Resilience. 

Emergency Management and Disaster Mitigation 

Public works agencies operate and maintain critical infrastructure services vital to communities. Transportation 
networks, energy and water supplies, sewage and refuse disposal systems, public facilities – and the cyber 
systems that control these operations and services – make them attractive targets for hackers and cyber-
attacks. Agencies are also responsible for many aspects of emergency planning and disaster response, including 
clearing and disposing of debris, managing traffic, and coordinating municipal vehicles and equipment. 

Recognizing the important role the federal government plays in developing and implementing emergency 
management policies, plans and programs, CPWA is calling for public works agencies to have better support for 
and access to: 

• pre-disaster mitigation plans and long-term hazard mitigation measures 
• all-hazards education, training, and best practices 
• timely emergency management information and tools  
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• up-to-date flood hazard maps 
• communications interoperability  
• comprehensive cybersecurity standards and best practices  
• technical support to protect computer networks and other related critical infrastructure 

Climate Resilient Infrastructure 

Local governments rely on the federal Canada Community-Building Fund (CCBF), formerly the Gas Tax Fund, to 
deliver public works and infrastructure projects across 19 project categories. The funds are intended for the 
planning, design, construction, and renovation of capital assets and municipalities determine how to spend the 
funds according to their priorities. But local governments are challenged with managing existing and aging public 
infrastructure in an era of increased and severe weather events, while limited in their ability to generate 
revenue. The integration of technologies such as connected and zero-emission vehicles with existing 
infrastructure is adding further strain. 

CPWA is calling for the federal government to support public works agencies in delivering climate resilient 
infrastructure by: 

• continuing to encourage the use of sustainability rating systems such as Envision 
• continuing to recognize the strategic value of natural assets 
• continuing direct funding to local communities 
• expanding federal funding programs to include operations and maintenance activities 
• investing in the integration of new and innovative technologies with existing infrastructure 

Water Resilience 

At the federal level, more than 20 departments and agencies have unique responsibilities for fresh water, with 
Environment and Climate Change Canada often acting as a lead department. A coordinating body, such as the 
proposed Canada Water Agency, could play a cross-functional leadership role, focusing on outcomes and leading 
to the development of policies and guidelines that benefit all Canadians. Municipal governments, in particular, 
need easy access to web-based data and calculations to assist in operating and maintaining critical water 
infrastructure services. 

In addition to direct funding to local communities, the expansion of federal funding programs to include 
operations and maintenance activities, and comprehensive cybersecurity standards and best practices, CPWA is 
calling for the federal government to support water providers by: 

• expanding the technology transfer of drought and water conservation strategies 
• encouraging the development of regional drought preparedness and response plans 



 
• encouraging planning and management efforts that reduce future water interruptions, such as floods or 

drought 
• dedicating federal funding to assist public works agencies in addressing the persistence of lead in service 

lines and plumbing fixtures 
• funding workforce development and career opportunities in the water sector 

Founded in 1986 to enhance the services of the American Public Works Association (APWA) to the Canadian 
public works community, CPWA is “the voice of public works in Canada.” CPWA represents public works 
professionals from the public and private sectors who plan, deliver, and operate Canada’s public infrastructure. 

For more information, visit www.cpwa.net. 
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